FETTERS   ON   LIFE
mankind, which is true, but unnecessary, wilful turning away from good things to propitiate an angry deity. You will find this in every religion. There were human sacrifices to Jehovah, Moloch, Baal, in Mexico, in Greece, among the Druids, in Rome, in Polynesia, India, everywhere. Abraham intended to sacrifice Isaac, but revolted at the last moment and substituted a goat. Animals were sacrificed by Judaism to Jehovah, in Rome, Greece, and almost universally. How many people has Christianity not burnt in offerings to its God ? And in other cases offering was made of all or many of the good things of life, love, or comfort, or learning, or happiness, as in Buddhism and Hinduism. Did not Jephthah sacrifice his daughter's life by vowing her to virginity ? Every religion has said, " You must propitiate God." In Christianity it is His only Son who must be sacrificed to be " a propitiation for our sins." Religions have prided themselves on keeping alive the idea of God. But what a God has theirs been !
There are truths in Protestantism, but they are perverted just as in Catholicism and to the same purpose, the slavery of the world.
One great asset they all had, and that was the name of Jesus. They claimed to be his Churches.
Now Jesus is the greatest personality that ever lived. No one has ever read his words and not perceived this. There are a glamour and a truth in his